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Notes on Potlatch Properties land on and below the bluffs overlooking Lock Bay in 
connection with GB-RZ-2016.1
Concern is loss of viewpoints.  
Advantages are possibility of a new trail 
mostly through undeveloped woodland 
connecting the Church Road clinic area 
with Horseshoe Road, and; 
potentially, alternative replacement 
viewpoints. 

Two visits.  Some snow cover on both 
days which limited bushwhacking in very 
dense bush without deer trails because of 
the danger of hidden holes in the 
undergrowth—inadvertently stepping off 
a log for example not expecting the drop 
to the ground alongside it. 

Routes are shown on accompanying three 
figures. 

The property is outlined in the figures by 
five markers 

Rook1 
49º10.674’N, 123º49.926’W, el. 110m 
at the northwest corner of GIRO at the top 
end of Tin Can Alley.  Easy access; 

Rook2 
49º10.675’N, 123º49.338’W, el. 70m 
directly to the east of Rook1 on 
Horseshoe Road (2 not visible).  Easy 
access; 

Rook3 
49º10.712’N, 123º49.384’W, el. 65m 
on Horseshoe Road at the northern 
boundary of the property (3 not visible).  
Easy access; 

Rook4 
49º10.712’N, 123º49.690’W, el. 85m 
directly to the west of Rook3.  Difficult to 
access and almost impossible to locate 
without GPS; 

Rook5 
49º10.845’N, 123º49.922’W, el. 54m 
bearing northwest from Rook4, at the 
bottom of the bluff, and directly north of 
Rook1.  No public access, but if the 
proposed development goes through, it 
will become fairly easy to access by 
walking down the already existing 4-
wheel track from the Church St.– Spruce 
Ave. connector.  

Viewpoints 
The existing viewpoints and trails to them 
are on private property and only accessed 
at your own risk through the much-
appreciated generosity of the landowner. 

The two viewpoints most appreciated 
overlooking Lock Bay and the Strait with 

the mainland mountains beyond are 
marked with the yellow circles on map 1.  
These viewpoints and their access trails to 
the west of the subject property will cease 
to be available to the public if the 
proposal goes through. 

Saturday Feb.11, 2017 

Route 0 (blue)—map 1 
Starting from the NW corner of GIRO at 
the end of Tin Can Alley, up the drive 
way to the house on the property, skirted 
around the house area to avoid unwanted 
intrusion, and made our way to the bluff. 

There is a steep drop off here.  Absolutely 
no way to get to the bottom Rook4. 

Surrounding woodland is young growth, 
Douglas-fir, cedar, and some arbutus, 
open, mostly Oregon grape, evergreen 
huckleberry, and salal understory. 
[Figure 1]  The distant view is “marred” 
by tall trees growing on the slope of the 
bluff, the tops of which are above the 
level ground at the top; however, there is 
an excellent view immediately in front of 
the house where trees have been limbed to 
enhance the view. [Figure 2] 
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map 2
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map 3
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Route 3 (magenta)—map 2 
We also made our way down Route 3 to 
Rook5 but then got a bit lost.   

The road down is easy going and 
geologically interesting as the steep bluff 
is immediately on the right-hand side.  
Public access would be welcome. 
[Figure 3] 

Sunday Feb.12, 2017 

Route 1 (red)—map 1 
Starting again from the NW corner of 
GIRO at the end of Tin Can Alley, 
Rook1, along the GIRO fence and 
continuing on eastward in the direction of 
Rook2. 

Initially easy walking through the young 
open forest, but at the 100m level, the 
terrain quickly got steeper and became 
very overgrown with thick salal, no deer 
tracks even.  Route had to be abandoned 
because it was too dangerous at the time 
at 
49º10.676’N, 123º49.716’W, el. 103m. 

I cannot say that there is definitely no 
feasible route from here on to Rook2, but 
I doubt it, and it would in any case be 
steep and overgrown.  I could see no sign 
of anyone having gone that way beyond 
the point I had reached.  

Route 2 (pink)—map 1  

Starting at the eastern viewpoint on 
private land, I made my way into the 
forest along the top edge of the bluff until 
within sight of the house. 

Normal easy going in open forest this 
time of year.  Path if there were one is on 
sloping ground, (no doubt causing 
somebody to want to erect notices to the 
effect that the steep cliff to the left was a 
STEEP CLIFF).  View obstructed as 
described for Route 0. [Figure 4, 5]  

Route 3 (magenta)—map 2 
As for the previous day. 

Route 4 (yellow)—map 2 
Moderately easy bushwhacking.  The 
property on the left of the route is initially 
fenced. 

This route is right at the foot of the bluff 
but frustratingly not actually at the level 
where the ground is level; that’s on the 
other side of the property line.  It would 
be possible to build a trail a little more 
uphill of the property line between Rook5 
and Rook4, but not much further. 

There is no existing trail along this route 
though there are plenty of deer trails.  
Sloped, but not much more than in say 
Cox Park.  Some deadfalls.  Frustrating 

again because all the interesting land (old 
growth, springboard logged stumps, 
Castell Creek riparian area, easy walking 
flat ground) is on land to the north on the 
other side of the property line.  

Route 5 (orange)—map 3 
From Rook4 east the land is a riparian 
area, difficult to cross because there are 
many deadfalls, some very old and large 
trees.  Several times I had to crawl under 
them.  Wet marsh areas and small 
ephemeral creeks running off the high 
land to the south.  Understory is mostly 
sword fern with areas of reeds and sedges. 

It would be a major task requiring heavy 
equipment to get a strollable path through 
here, plus the complication that this land 
is environmentally sensitive, subject to 
RAR. 

At the end of Route 5 you have to cross 
Castell Creek.  No bridge or culvert here, 
though there are culverts to the north 
outside this property. 

Route 6 (red)—map 3 
Once across the creek and up a small rise, 
the walking east to Horseshoe Road 
becomes easy woodland going, mostly 
Douglas-fir and cedar, and sparse salal 
and Oregon grape understory.  Nothing 
exceptional, but obviously frequented by 
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deer and raccoons.  Probably good 
mushroom hunting area.  [Figure 6]. 

The one thing that the route overall has 
going for it that is for the most part 
undisturbed because of the lack of easy 
access.  Habitat not likely to be 
developed. 
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Figure 2:  Route 0 in front of the house. 

Figure 1:  Route 0, Route 1 away from the bluff (photo taken after snow had gone). 
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Figure 3:  Route 3 down the bluff. 
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Figure 4 and 5:  Route 0 and Route 2.  Away from the house, the view is obstructed.. 
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Figure 6:  Route 6.  Easy going approaching Horseshoe Road. 


	Notes on Potlatch Properties land on and below the bluffs overlooking Lock Bay in connection with GB-RZ-2016.1
	Viewpoints
	Saturday Feb.11, 2017

	map 1  map 2  map 3 Route 3 (magenta)—map 2
	Sunday Feb.12, 2017

	Route 3 (magenta)—map 2
	Route 4 (yellow)—map 2
	Route 5 (orange)—map 3
	Route 6 (red)—map 3

