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Research notes 
This section of SHALE provides an opportunity for contributors to present the partial results of 
ongoing research, publish less-than-normal-length articles, and provide “interesting facts”. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Seagull Island? —by Nick Doe 
Something that continues to puzzle me is the 
origin of the island’s name, “Gabriola”.  
That it derives from the Spanish “Gaviola”, 
which because the Spanish “v” is 
pronounced like a “b” is the same as 
“Gabiola”, there is no doubt.  But what or 
who was Gaviola? 

The conventional wisdom is that Gaviola, 
which first appears as Punta de Gaviola on a 
1791 chart, is a misprint for “Gaviota”, 
which means “seagull”.  I don’t buy that for 
one moment.  Firstly, why only one seagull?  
Shouldn’t the Flat Top Islands, perceived as 
a point by the 1791 expedition, have been 
called Punta de Gaviotas, or perhaps Punta 
de las Gaviotas, with “Gaviota” plural?  We 
have after all, named also in 1791: 

• Isla de Patos, “Island of Ducks”, now 
Patos Island 

• Islas de Ballenas, “Islands of 
Whales”, now the Ballenas Islands; 
and 

• Río de las Grullas, “River of the 
Cranes”, now Englishman River.1    

Mind you, there is a precedent for a 
geographic feature being named after a 
single seagull.  Santa Barbara County, 
California has a “Gaviota Peak” and a 
“Gaviota Beach Park”.  There is also a 
“Gaviota Canyon” and the story goes that, in 
the 1760s, some Spanish soldiers shot a 
seagull for fun during a lunch break near an 

                                                 
1 Probably great blue herons although sandhill 
cranes used to be common summer transients. 

old Indian village.  The nickname for the 
place subsequently became Gaviota.  The 
village has long since gone, but the name 
survived in the name of a near-by canyon. 

There is a second, but rarely used, meaning 
of the word “Gaviota”.2  It is an old nautical 
term for the topsails of a schooner, and it is 
plural.  I can almost accept the idea that this 
is the true meaning of “Gaviota”, and that 
the name is a reference to the Flat Top 
Islands as the “topsails” of the “schooner” 
Gabriola Island.  Almost?  Well yes, you 
still have to accept that Gaviola is a spelling 
mistake.  I don’t because Galiano and 
Valdés didn’t.  They used the name Punta 
de Gaviola (Gabiola) in their journal and on 
their charts without a hint that they or their 
editors thought the name was wrong. 

So what then?  My hunch is that Gaviola is a 
family name.  It is not common, but a search 
of the genealogical pages on the Internet 
shows that there were families with that 
name3 in the 18th century in the province of 
Vizcaya, which is in the Basque Country.  
There is even a villa with the name in the 
province of Guipúzcoa.  All we need do is 
find a VIP or high-ranking 18th-century 
Spanish naval officer called Gaviola. 

Several people have tried hard to do this, 
and some like myself are still trying, but so 
far...nada.  ◊ 

                                                 
2 Velazquez Spanish & English Dictionary 
3 The family name “Gaviola” means ferrería de 
martinetes,  “place where there are ironworks for 
making small hammers”.  Diccionario Onomastico y 
Heraldo Vasco. 


	Webp298a.pdf
	Webp298b
	covers
	Archaeological dates in SHALE

	shale1
	Archaeological dates in SHALE

	pages_3-11
	The Snunéymuxw village at False Narrows
	by Dr. Loraine Littlefield
	Memories
	Bill Seward :
	Ellen White :
	Late Chester Thomas 1994 :
	Late Chester Thomas 1996 :

	Making a living
	Camas
	Burials
	Contact history
	Post-settlement history
	Archaeology
	Early period:
	The earliest cultures—Northwestern Palaeo-Arctic, Lithic (Pebble Tool), old Cordilleran, Northwestern and Southwestern Coastal—occur prior to about 4500 BC.  During the ice age, the region was blanketed by sheets of ice more than a mile thick and was ...
	Middle period:
	After 4500 BC, shorelines had stabilized, forests dominated by western hemlock and red cedar had been established, and large shell middens first become numerous.
	continued from previous page
	Cultural continuity:



	pages_12-21
	Alcalá Galiano’s sketchmaps of Gabriola
	by Nick Doe
	The written record
	The story so far...
	Porlier Pass to Descanso
	On Gabriola Island
	The village at Taylor Bay
	The water problem

	Acknowledgements


	pages_22-25
	The  LeBoeuf  family

	pages_26-35
	Sandstone & shale—Gabriola’s origins
	by Nick Doe
	Bang one
	Bang two
	Home run to the present
	Finishing touches
	Ice age

	Sources

	Transformations
	Plate tectonics

	pages_36-41
	Around the island in 1853
	by Nick Doe
	Up to Nanaimo
	The anchor retrieval attempt
	Acknowledgements

	Short stories—and tall tales

	page_42
	Research notes

	pages_43-44
	Maybe you can answer this
	Still a mystery
	These we know
	Corrections? or maybe just differences of opinion
	New mysteries
	These we know
	These we know


	pages_45-47
	Reviews & reports

	page_48
	The museum page
	Outdoors
	Indoors
	Settlers & their sheep —by Margaret Mann


	covers
	Archaeological dates in SHALE

	pages_1-2.pdf
	SHALE
	Journal of the Gabriola Historical & Museum Society
	ISSN 1492-6946 No.1  November 2000  Seventh Printing
	Editorial
	Letters
	Contributors
	Dr. Loraine Littlefield
	Lynda Poulton / Barrie Humphrey
	Nick Doe
	Phyllis Reeve


	pages_1-2.pdf
	SHALE
	Journal of the Gabriola Historical & Museum Society
	ISSN 1492-6946 No.1  November 2000  Seventh Printing
	Editorial
	Letters
	Contributors
	Dr. Loraine Littlefield
	Lynda Poulton / Barrie Humphrey
	Nick Doe
	Phyllis Reeve


	pages_22-25.pdf
	The  LeBoeuf  family

	pages_26-35.pdf
	Sandstone & shale—Gabriola’s origins
	by Nick Doe
	Bang one
	Bang two
	Home run to the present
	Finishing touches
	Ice age

	Sources

	Transformations
	Plate tectonics





